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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
     In sports many people can talk a good game, but the age-old question is, 
can they back it up!  For me personally, when it comes to practice, I usually 
do alright, but when it comes to the game, my performance wanes. 
     In life, including in the spiritual life, it is relatively easy to put into words 
our love for God, yet living those words can be hard, and can take us to a 
level we never realized we would be called to go! 
     The Catholic Church needs more people to be willing to go where Jesus 
went, not just willing and able to talk about things Catholic.  Fear not if this 
is difficult, or we don’t understand, for neither did Saint Peter. 
     Saint Peter nor the other Apostles understood the Cross at first.  Eventu-
ally they would come to understand, through their actions.  Tradition holds 
that Saint Peter was crucified upside down in Saint Peter’s square, a place 
40 of us visited back in February in Rome on a pilgrimage. 
     As wonderful and awe inspiring as that pilgrimage was for us, it is not 
necessary to go over the ocean to draw close to the Gospel.  We can start 
by having a crucifix in our homes, and in a place that is visible to guests, and 
to ourselves.  This might mean having more than one crucifix in our homes, 
so that we can constantly be reminded what we are called to, the Cross! 
     Having a cross visible can be a reminder throughout the week of Jesus’ 
death for us, and it can be a place where we pray.  We don’t worship the 
cross on the wall, but we worship Jesus on the Cross and the cross on the 
wall draws our mind to that reality, hence visible reminders are important 
and helpful in the spiritual life. 
     Dear brothers and sisters, loving self-denial, which the Cross is the ulti-
mate example, can seem bitter at first in our spiritual journey.  Yet with time 
and maturity, it becomes sweet suffering because it is redemptive, it is full 
of love, and it opens up for us hope in the Resurrection to eternal life. 
     Hence while Saint Peter at first was repulsed at the thought of Jesus be-
ing crucified, eventually he embraced this reality fully.  This is the kind of 
discipleship we are all called to, whether or not we are literally placed on a 
cross. 
     The reality of the Cross is not new, yet it is not just something of the past 
either.  It may take on different forms and realities in our current time, but 
it is something Christians currently face.  The late Cardinal Francis George of 
Chicago is quoted saying, "I expect to die in bed, my successor will die in 
prison and his successor will die a martyr in the public square. His successor 
will pick up the shards of a ruined society and slowly help rebuild civiliza-
tion, as the church has done so often in human history” (http://
www.ncregister.com/blog/tim-drake/the-myth-and-the-reality-of-ill-die-in-
my-bed). 
 
Fr. Barnes 

This week at St. Nicholas 
Mon Sep 14 Nm 21:4b-9/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17  

7:00pm CMLG Meeting 

Tue Sep 15 1 Tm 3:1-13/Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35  
7:20am Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) 
7:35am Rosary 
7:35am Confessions 
8:00am Mass: Ben & Mary Zweber  
8:35am Fatima Rosary Group 
7:00pm Adult Choir Practice 
7:15pm Book Club 

Wed Sep 16 1 Tm 3:14-16/Lk 7:31-35  
7:20am Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) 
7:35am Rosary 
7:35am Confessions 
8:00am Mass:  Souls in Purgatory 
4:45pm Confessions 
6:00pm RE: 1st Communion Parents Meeting 
7:30pm RE: Confirmation Parents Meeting 

Thu Sep 17 1 Tm 4:12-16/Lk 7:36-50  
7:20am Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) 
7:35am Rosary 
7:35am Confessions 
8:00am Mass: Francis McHugo+  
7:00pm Parish Council Meeting 
7:00pm RCIA Class 

Fri Sep 18 1 Tm 6:2c-12/Lk 8:1-3  
7:20am Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) 
7:35am Rosary 
7:35am Confessions 
8:00am Mass: Irene Tonkovic  

Sat 
 
 

Sep 19 
 
             

1 Tm 6:13-16/Lk 8:4-15  
7:35am Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) 
8:00am Mass: Willie Wagner  
8:35am Rosary 
8:35am Confessions 
9:00am Pro-Life Rosary in Chapel 
10:30am Altar Server Training (Grades 9-12) 
11:00am Altar Server Training (Grades 5-8) 
3:30pm Confessions 

5:00pm Mass: Joe Gallagher+ 

Sun Sep 20 Wis 2:12, 17-20/Jas 3:16--4:3/Mk 9:30-37 
KC Breakfast after both Masses 
7:20am Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) 
7:35am Rosary 
8:00am Mass: The Parish 
9:35am Rosary 

10:00am Mass: Wilfred & Bridget Wagner Family  

From the desk of Father Barnes 

Mark your calendars for the St. 
Nicholas Parish picnic held at Wag-
ner Park  on Sept. 27th after the 
10am mass. All families are wel-
come. Hot dogs & beverages will be 
provided. Please bring a dish to 
share if you are able. If not, just 
bring your family for a fun filled 
afternoon of sports, food and fel-

lowship! It’s a great day to give thanks to God for all our bless-
ings this summer! Volunteers are needed. Please con-
tact Molly Havlicek if you can help. 461-2933. 

Altar Servers  
 

Being an altar server at Mass is a privilege and an honor. It is a special 
way to serve God and God’s Holy People. The service that you provide to 
God and His people during Mass is a vital and important role in the life of 
St. Nicholas Catholic Church. Being an altar server at Mass is worth doing 
and is worth doing well.  
 

We invite all boys from Fifth Grade through High School who have made 
their First Holy Communion to participate in this important ministry. 
 
Saturday, September 19th, 2015 
 10:30am start time for grades 9—12 
 11:00am start time for grades 5—8 
 

Lunch will be provided followed by ultimate Frisbee (weather per-
mitting).  
 

Please call the parish office to RSVP if you are interested in attending, 
952-461-2403. 

http://www.stncc.net
http://www.facebook.com/stncc.net
http://www.ncregister.com/blog/tim-drake/the-myth-and-the-reality-of-ill-die-in-my-bed)
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We are looking for a new head coordinator(s) for our 
Eucharistic Adoration Chapel.  Please prayerfully con-
sider lending your talents to this beautiful minis-
try.  If you are interested in this volunteer position, 
please contact Father Barnes for more information. 

More adorers are needed. If you are unable to commit to a regu-
larly scheduled hour, please consider substituting for an open 
hour. The table below displays the times that have the greatest 
need for adorers. 

If you would like to become an adorer or for more information, 
please contact our temporary lead coordinator, Jean Moeller at 
952-461-4552 or at maulor@msn.com. You may also sign up 
online at http://www.stncc.net/available-adoration-hours. 

Eucharistic Adoration Liturgical Stewardship 

Sep 19 @ 5pm Lector: Jan Freeman  

  Ministers: Ralph Wagner, Ken Thomas  

  Ushers: Dave DeGonda, David Sheedy 

Sep 20 @ 8am Lector: Kelly Heselton  

  Ministers: Margo Theisen, Mike Moeller  

  Ushers: Paul Thoresen, Gary Vosejpka 

Sep 20@ 10am Lector: Matt Damiani  

  Ministers: Dennis & Denise Anderson  

  Ushers: Tom Wagner, Richard Hanke 

Measure of Our Treasure to the Lord 

September 6th, Week 10 in Fiscal Year 

Budget Weekly Sunday Giving $6,522 

Budget Year-to-Date Sunday Giving $65,220 

Actual Collection Received $4,098 

Children’s Collection $1 

Grounds $25 

Collection Received Year-to-Date $50,151 

  -$15,069 

Endowment: $55  

Capital Improvements: $31, YTD $980   

This week we especially thank: 

JB Woodfitter 

952-447-0850 

http://www.stncc.net
http://www.facebook.com/stncc.net
mailto:maulor@msn.com
http://www.stncc.net/available-adoration-hours
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LNMV Religious Education:  
 
Religious Education begins September 
23rd at 6:30pm at the Education Center 
home of Holy Cross Catholic School 

No late registrations will be taken on Wednesday nights.  If 
you are new parishioners and need to register, please call 
Kathy Chlan to get forms and more information.   If you 
have any questions please email 
kathyc@holycrossschool.net. 
 

Required Parent Meeting for First Communion Preparation:  
Wednesday, Sept. 16th, at 6:00pm at the gym at Holy Cross 
Catholic School.  All parents of Children in 2nd grade who will be 
preparing for First Communion must attend the preparation 
classes. If your child is attending public education, they must 
also register for the Wednesday night religious education clas-
ses.  
 
Required Confirmation Student-Parent Meeting: The parent-
student meeting for Confirmation is scheduled for Wednesday, 
September 16th, at 7:30pm at Holy Cross Catholic School in the 
gym.  All students must be registered for the confirmation clas-
ses held on Wed. night.  If your student is in 9th grade or older 
and has not received information on Confirmation preparation 
and registration for class, please contact Kathy Chlan. 
 
Catechetical Sunday:  Next Sunday, September 20th, the 
church celebrates Catechetical Sunday and will focus on the 
theme "Safeguarding the Dignity of Every Human Person." Those 
whom the community has designated to serve as catechists will 
be called forth to be commissioned for their ministry. Catecheti-
cal Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the role that 
each person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing on the faith 
and being a witness to the Gospel. Catechetical Sunday is an 
opportunity for all to rededicate themselves to this mission as a 
community of faith. 
 

RCIA (Rite of Catholic Initiation for Adults) 
Weekly classes are set to begin on Thursday, 
Sept. 17th, at 7:00pm at Holy Cross Catholic 
School.  If you have been thinking about explor-
ing the Catholic faith, this is the time to jump into 
the inquiry phase of the program.  If you have 

any questions, please contact Kathy Chlan or Father Barnes.  

 

St. Nicholas News & Events Our Parish School News 

You can help win $10,000 for Holy Cross! 

Every day for 100 days one school will win $10,000 from 

the Grand Stand for Schools Sweepstakes. 

You can help Holy Cross (our Parish School) win $10,000 by 

entering often and at least every day. It costs nothing to 

enter, simply enter your email, skip the password, enter 

our 55088 zip code and choose Holy Cross. It's easy! Just 

follow the link: http://sweeps.labelsforeducation.com/  

http://www.stncc.net
http://www.facebook.com/stncc.net
mailto:kathyc@holycrossschool.net
http://sweeps.labelsforeducation.com/
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St. Nicholas News & Events Continued 

Q & A  I attend a poorer parish, which buys elaborate flowers 

every week and recently purchased some artwork and stat-

ues. Shouldn't they be using that money to help feed and 

shelter the poor? 

 

I remember working in a church in a very poor section of the 

city. It was in May and the church was beautifully decorated 

with flowers, banners, and a fountain. Someone raised the 

exact objection you did, and one of the parishioners respond-

ed, "Poor people need food for the soul and spirit too. The 

decorations do more than beautify the church; they help re-

fresh our minds because in the midst of decay they bring 

life." 

 

The church is more than a tool for redistribution of social 

assets. Nourishing the soul with art, music, and beauty deep-

ens our appreciation for the creative ability God gives us and 

helps open us to the awesome power and beauty of God. Far 

from a waste of money, art directs our minds, uplifts our spir-

its, and honors the Creator. Even when the audience is poor, 

we can all be enriched through beauty and grace. Bread al-

lows us to survive, but art and culture allow us to thrive. The 

church, as steward of the community's resources, has to 

choose where it can do the most good for the greatest num-

ber of people. Art and culture seem to be a good choice. 

 

© Liturgical Publications Inc.  

Please submit bulletin 
 announcements by 4 pm on Wednesdays. 

Thank you! 

Everyday Stewardship 

I am sure I drive my kids crazy! When they fail to do, over and 

over again, that which I have asked them to do, they continue 

to say, "I'm sorry," to which I say, "No, you're not!" They look 

at me with that look that says, "How can you not accept my 

apology? Who doesn't accept 'I'm sorry?'" Then I say to them, 

"If you were truly sorry you would change and do what I 

asked you to do!" Of course, their response almost always is, 

"I forgot!" Forgot? How does someone forget something that 

has been asked of him or her several times in the course of 

day? Well, if I drive them crazy, I am sure it is because they 

drove me crazy first! 

 

Saint James would probably be on my side, or at least I want 

to believe he would. He asked the question, "What good is it 

if someone says he has faith but does not have works?" He 

goes on to speak about those who would wish others well, 

only to do nothing to help them to be well. Unfortunately, all 

of us sometimes fall into the trap of talking a good game but 

not really stepping up to the plate to do something. We say 

all the right things, but then do much less than what is re-

quired, or even nothing at all. 

 

It isn't easy being a good steward, daily answering the call to 

share more, give more, and love more. Even when I write 

these reflections, I am struck by my own shortcomings and 

failings. I don't want just to write something and not internal-

ize it to the point where I must act. As an Everyday Steward, I 

strive to be at least a better disciple this day than I was the 

last, and pray to be better tomorrow than I am today. I guess 

if I can just ask that of my kids as well, they might not see me 

as so crazy after all.                      © Liturgical Publications Inc. 

Show your spirit and support for St. Nicholas with personalized t-
shirts, jackets and more for men, women and children. You may 
customize merchandise online choosing colors and designs to 
reflect your own style.  
 
No minimums, high product quality, and fast delivery. And the 
best part... St. Nicholas will receive a percentage from every pur-
chase you make from our online apparel store. 
  
For more information and to order please follow this link: https://
ssastores.com/store/st-nicholas-catholic-church-elko-new-
market-mn/ 
  
Please note all ordering, payment, shipping and returns are han-
dled through SSA Stores and not the parish office.  

http://www.stncc.net
http://www.facebook.com/stncc.net
https://ssastores.com/store/st-nicholas-catholic-church-elko-new-market-mn/
https://ssastores.com/store/st-nicholas-catholic-church-elko-new-market-mn/
https://ssastores.com/store/st-nicholas-catholic-church-elko-new-market-mn/
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St. Nicholas News & Events Continued 

As members of our parish Christian Mothers and 
Ladies Guild, all female parishioners from the ages 
of 18 and older are invited to our next meeting on 
9/14/16 (new date) at 7pm in the church 
basement.  
 

 9/22 – CCW Fall Institute – St Mary’s in Le Center, MN.   
Mass at 6pm, Light dinner and Speaker at 7pm. Please 
register with Sara Bertram by 9/19 if interested in 
attending. 

 

 10/22 – CCW Mission Event – St. John the Baptist in 
Jordan.  6pm 

 
For more information, please contact Sara Bertram at 
skbbake@msn.com. 

Doughnut Sunday: Please join us for doughnuts, 
coffee, juice & fellowship every 2nd Sunday fol-
lowing the 8 & 10am Masses. Hosting Schedule: 

 Sept. 13th - Gala & Auction 

 Oct. 11th - Adoration Chapel and Gala & 
Auction 

 Nov. 8th - Open 

 Dec. 13th – Open  

The St. Nicholas Gala & Auction committee would like to invite 
you to donate a group event to the Gala and Auction or sign up 
to participate in one at the Gala.  Some events already donated 
include a Texas Hold ‘Em Party, Fondue Party, Christmas Brunch, 
and Hors d'oeuvres in the Garden.  Hosts plan the event and 
cover the costs, and guests pay a set fee to attend.  The fee is 
donated to the church. Everyone wins, and we have a good time 
while building our parish community. 
 
For questions, please email GalaAuctionInfo@gmail.com or call 
Anne or Duane Fredrickson at 507-645-2348. 
 
There are two ways to stay updated: 
1) Visit the parish website, www.stncc.net/gala-auction 
2) Visit www.facebook.com/stnccGalaAuction. Please note, a 
Facebook account is not necessary to view the St. Nicholas Gala 
& Action Facebook page. 
For questions, please email GalaAuctionInfo@gmail.com or call 
Anne or Duane Fredrickson at 507-645-2348. 

     The St. Nicholas Gala & Auction (f/k/a The Cadillac Dinner) 
is one of the largest fundraisers in our Parish and provides an 
evening of fundraising and fellowship for all! It is a great time 
to socialize and share a wonderful meal while creating neces-
sary financial support for our beautiful Parish.  
     Each family is strongly encouraged to purchase their ticket 
even if they are unable to attend this event as this is an essen-
tial fundraiser which helps with the operating expenses of St. 
Nicholas Catholic Church.  
     The dinner takes place in the Fall but this group meets 
throughout the year and is always looking for volunteers to 
share ideas and talents.  
     If you're looking to join a Parish activity which will accom-
modate your busy schedule, this is the group for you. You may 
attend as many meetings as your schedule allows or simply 
stay updated via emails, whatever works for you.  
     Volunteers are always needed for help with selling tickets, 
games, raffles, auctions, making phone calls, greet people, set 
up before and clean up after the dinner and a variety of other 
duties.  
 
For questions, please email GalaAuctionInfo@gmail.com or 
call Anne or Duane Fredrickson at 507-645-2348. 

Youth Group kick off night! Join us on 
Sunday, September 13th from 6-8pm 
to kick off the school year with the 
Youth Group! We will meet for fun, 
games, treats and prayer. See you 
there! 

Adult Faith Formation: Scripture Study 

of St. Peter beginning in November.  

Please watch the bulletin or parish web-

site (stncc.net) for more information. Book Club: A welcome to any and all women who enjoy read-

ing: Our first book will be "Fly a Little Higher" by 

Laura Sobiech.  

2015 Schedule; Sept. 15, Oct. 13, Nov. 17 & Dec. 

15. We meet one Tuesday a month @ 7:15pm at Deb 

Streefland’s home. Anyone interested in joining us this fall, 

please contact Deb at 952-652-2349. 

http://www.stncc.net
http://www.facebook.com/stncc.net
mailto:skbbake@msn.com
http://www.stncc.net/gala-auction
mailto:www.facebook.com/stnccGalaAuction
mailto:GalaAuctionInfo@gmail.com
http://www.stncc.net/gala-auction
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40 Days for Life 
September 23 – November 1, 2015 
At the Mega-Planned Parenthood 
671 Vandalia, St. Paul, MN 55114 

What is 40 Days for Life? 

 

Prayer and Fasting: People of faith praying and fasting for the end of 

abortion. 

Peaceful Vigil: A peaceful witness outside the Planned Parenthood 

abortion mill 

Community Outreach: A positive pro-life message for the community. 

 

Prayer will be from 6a.m.-6p.m. daily, but come and pray ANY TIME! 

 

 Opening Prayer Vigil September 23 from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. led 

by  local pastors. 

 Midpoint Prayer Vigil Sunday Oct 11 from 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. led 

by  local pastors. 

 Closing Prayer Vigil is Sunday Nov 1 from 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. led 

by  local pastors. 

 

For more information about 40 Days for Life Twin Cities please 

contact Rev. Brian Walker, Program Coordinator via phone at 651-797

-6363, via email brian.walker@plam.org. or visit www.plan.org/

programs/40-days-for-life/ 

Area News & Events 

Pro-Life Presentation—All are welcome! 
 

Tuesday, October 6th, at 7pm  
All Saints Catholic Church, Lakeville 

 
You will learn about how to help pregnant women in need, 
Minnesota abortion statistics, efforts to overturn our law 
against assisted suicide, and more. Discover how you can 
make a different in protecting innocent human life. Enjoy 
fellowship and refreshments at this free gathering! For 
more information, visit the Events—Fall Tour section at 
www.mccl.org. 
 
 

World-famous International Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Fati-
ma to Make Special Visit at  

2015 Fatima Congress  
 

The World Apostolate of Fatima is pleased to welcome a 
special visitation of the world-famous International Pilgrim 
Virgin Statue (IPVS) of Our Lady of Fatima at its 2015 Fatima 
Congress, Saturday, October 10, 8 a.m. – 3 p.m., at the 
Church of St. Peter, Mendota. The statue is accompanied by 
custodian Patrick Sabat, who will give the final talk on the 
history and stories associated with it, which has been trav-
eling the world since 1946. The program includes an open-
ing Mass, Rosary, Fatima prayers and veneration of the stat-
ue. Opening talks on Fatima and the Divine Mercy message 
will be presented by Fr. John Gallas, Spiritual Director of the 
World Apostolate of Fatima, and Justin Stroh, Director of 
Faith Formation at Divine Mercy Church in Faribault. Stroh 
and members of his family will provide music for the pro-
gram as well. After the program, veneration of the statue 
will be open to the public from 1:30 – 3 p.m. Registration is 
$30 (Adults); $15 (under 21). A light breakfast and lunch will 
be served. Register online at www.fatimaonline.org or mail 
checks to Janice Hugo, 13010 Hialeah Path, Apple Valley, 
MN 55124. Register at the door after October 7.  
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